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REMARKS 
ON HONESTOS’S REPLY NUMBERED V. 
(See last amber, pages 90, 91.) 

Honestus’s last Reply, is principally intended as 
a correction of our mistakes. We shall make i 
appear, that we are not in the supposed error; but 
that the “ mist” thickens about Honestus, and the 
mistakes are of his own manufactare. 

Honestus asserts, that he “ has never contended 
that there was any accommodation of scripture, in 
Gal. iii. 16.” If Honestus will turn to cospErL 
neraLD, No. VI, pages 41, 42,* he will find, that 
he there contended that Paul quoted in Gal. iii. 16, 
trom the book of Genesis, by way of accomimoda- 

ion! Not wishing to trouble the reader with along 
article, we refer him as above, for perfect satisfac- 
tion in relation to our correctness. For it is a fact, 
that Honestus not only makes use of the disputed 
phrase, but establishes premises from which he can 
never escape! 

Whatever Honestus may now think of this mat- 
ter, the reader will please to recollect, that the 
Editor has not “made a complete jumble in his 
conclusions from the supposed premises of Hones- 
tus ;” but that Honestus is surrounded with difficul- 
ties from which he can never be extricated, except 
by acandid avowal of his mistake. We recommend 
this course as the best, and the shortest. 

Of Honestus’s remarks in his paragraph contain- 
ing his hiatus, we have only to say, that the pro- 
phets were, in the hand of Omnipotence, like the 
‘saw in the hand of him who shaketh it.” If Ho- 
nestus exceeds the prophets in knowledge, no thanks 
o him; for whatever knowledge he may possess, he 
is as mach indebted to God for it, as the saw is de- 
peadant on the hand which holds it, for its motion. 
Farther, not Daniel alone, but ail the prophets heard 
the words of another; and were quite as ignorant 
as Honestus may suppose, except in such measure 
as God was pleased to enlighten them. 

Honestus in his fifth paragraph says, the “ Editor 
very well knows, what common sense teaches, that 
the universal terms ‘ all people, all faces,’ &c. when 
applied te temporal things, only mean the living for 
the time being,” &e. Ah, is tins the case? We 
very well know, that Honestus has decided, that the 
blessing promised ia Genesis, to Abraham, was a 
temporal blessing ; ard that Honestus’s “ common 
seuse” to the contrary notwithstanding, has decided 


of the universal terms there used, very differently 

* The reader is requested to turn to our last Number, p 
9, and Number 6, p 41, and satisfy himself, that Rom. x 
2 and Deut xxx. 1I—I4, are not introduced, nor eve! 
a uded to. The “ jumble,” therefore, if there is avy, must 
*¢ found ia Honesius’s mistakes. 





from his present opsnions. Jf Honestus has recently 
changed his opinion, why not declare it? Now we 
have Honestus’s own evideyce as follows, to wit: 
“<Tf all the nations,’—‘ all the families,’ and ¢ all the 
kindreds of the earth,’ do not mean all mankind in- 
discriminately, what language should, or what 
language CovLp have been used to convey such an 
We ask the same, and ask 


” . 
idea, Sore enough. 


Honestus, too, inbis own words! Honestus must 
have forgotten himself in a most surprising manner, 
or have altered his views, thus to write at different 
times, in this manner of one and the same passage ! 

Considering our exposition of Honestus’s mis- 
takes, too firmly fixed in the mind of the attentive 
reader to require a particular notice, at this time, of 
Honestus’s last attempt to escape from the incon- 
gruities which surround him, we will be bnef in this 
article. It is only necessary to say, of Honestus’s 
definitions of the terms “ accorp1NG,” and “ con- 
TRARY,” that they confirm our statement. For it 
is impossible for that which is “ opposite, contra- 
dictory, inconsistent,” &c. to be “ in a manner suit-. 
able to, agreeable to,” &c.; for every thing must 
possess its innate properties, 

We will only trouble the reader so far as to say, 
that if Honestus will first ascertain what are facts, 
before he states his premises so positively, he will 
find less difficuity in his way. Now Honestus’s re- 
peated assertion that he has never questioned the 
lestimony of the apostles, whatever else it may ef- 
ject, can never Operate on printers’ ink, to destroy 
the impressions of the types on the numbers of this 
paper.* 

Honestus again says, that we have not attempted 
to show that Paul’s argument is conclusive. We 
again reply and say, this is not the thing in question. 
Unless Honestus professes infidelity at once, we shall 
not consider this proof necessary. 

—<j>— 
FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 

Mr. Editor—I am a holder of a Pew in the Uni- 
versalist Church in Prince-street, and a pretty regu- 
lar attendant on the worsbip of God in that place. 
In the afternoon of Sunday, the 15th inst., I heard 
Mr. Kneeland on the nature and utility of 
prayer; and, inthe evening of the same day, on 
the resurrection. With the former I was exceed- 
igly well pleased, as it coincided with the views 
i have entertained on that subject for many years; 


, 





* We refer the reader to Number 11, p. 83, for an expo- 
sition of the term “testimony.” We are ready to admit that 
Honestus has never purposely “‘ questioned the testimony 
of the aposties,”’ with the intention of depreciating their tes- 
timony . be has, however, questioned their testimony. This 
ray be his misfortune, not his fault. 
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but with his sermon on the resurrection, I am sorry 
tn having # to say, I was not so well gratified ; nor 
was I disappointed, for, ere he commenced, I did 
not believe that he could establish his position ; 
and still think he fell far short of doing it. 

The point of doctrine set forth by Mr. Kneeland, 
relates principally to the fime that will elapse be- 
tween death and the resurrection; he contends 
that no resurrection takes place at the time of our 
natural Geath—that no souls, or spirits of men are 
received into heaven; nor will be, until a general 
resurrection takes place of all that die—that the 
Antediluvians, and all the nations which have gone 
before us, are yet asleep, in a state of unconscious- 
ness, and will so remain, with all that are yet to die, 
until the “great day” arrives when the “ trump 
shall sound.” In short, “that the youngest child 
of Adam would inherit heaven as soon as the 
oldest!” These were the most prominent features 
in his discourse; and which he undertook to sub- 
stantiate from 2 Timothy ii. 18; 1 Corinthians xv., 
and from some other passages which 1 have for- 
gotten. 

In the progress of his sermon, Mr. Kneeland ad- 
vocated some ingenious ideas on the constituent 
properties of the soul; ideas that were no doubt to 
most, if not all of his hearers, as novel as they were 
incomprehensible. He holds, if I did not misappre- 
hend him, that the air we inhale at every breath, is 
the same “ breath of life” which the Creator first 
breathed into Adam; and thet this common at- 
mospheric or vital air, is all that constitutes the soul 
or spirit of man, and which is infused immediately 
and continually from the Deity. Now I frankly 
confess that I have never penetrated so far into the 
science of spiritual and theological chemistry, as to 
be able to analyze a question of this kind. I believe 
that the soul, as well as the body, is sustained con- 
stantly by the active power of Omunipotence; yet I 
have ever been of the opinion that the soul of man 
was a real being, independent of the earthly body— 
that it was in the humap form, when separated from 
the body, and possessed of every human attribute. 
But if Mr. K.’s hypothesis be true, man, as a human 
being, on the death of the body, ceases to exist! 
That, when the cumbrous clay shall return to its 
kindred dust from whence it was taken, then also 
must this internal, noble part, this image of its 
Creator God, be dissolved into its elementary parts, 
and scattered unto the winds, whence tt was taken! 
I have heard of doctors of physic who to indulge in 
the gratification of a favourite experiment, have 
sometimes sacrificed the life of the body; these are 
less to be dreaded than the doctors of metaphysics, 
who, in their flights of speculation, are about to anni- 
hilate the soul! I hope, however, that Mr. Kneeland 
will not yet become an advoeate for the doctrine of 
materialism. 

To proceed—When speaking of the grain sown, 
as mentioned by Paul, Mr. K. observed, that “ the 
mode of reasoning from analogy would not, in all 
points hold good, as the germ of the seed when 
sown, did not die, but sprang up and grew ; but the 
bodies of men {said he) de actually die. In this I 





will not differ with him in opinion. But let us ex- 
amine the subject a little closer, amd see if it wil} 
not be found, as the painters say, “ out of keeping.” 
Mr. K. considered himself successful, no doubt, in 
finding aterm which he thought would bear him 
through in the illustration of his favourite system, J 
mean the term “sleep,” a term frequently used by 
Paul and other inspired writers for die. Christ said 
to his disciples, “ Our friend Lazarus sleepeth 2 
but, when they said, “ Lord, if he sleep he shall do 
well,” Jesus told them plainly, “ Lazarus is dead.” 
But this word sleep seemed useful to Mr. K., ang | 
shall now notice how he used it. He quoted Pay! 
where he says, “they that have fallen asleep,” Ke. 
“we shall not all sleep,” &c.; and immediately 
added, “ so all that have died are asleep, they Jie in 
a state of unconsciousness, and will so remain uni) 
the great day.” It is not difficult to see that Mr 

K. was here driven to the necessity of speaking 0: 
the dead ina gencral sense, relative to the sou! and 
hody. “ They lie,” says he, “asleep, in a state” &e 

leaving us to guess for ourselves whether they meant 
their souls, or their bodies ; or whether it referred to 
their souls and bodies together. Indeed, there was 
no other path to take, in order to shun the deep 
mire of incongruity into which he was nigh tum- 
bling. His reasons are quite apparent, for not tell- 
ing us in plain unequivocal terms, whether it was 
their souls or their bodies that vet remained in such 
a state of suspense. For he had previously said 
that the bodies of men did “ aelually die,” and he 
would not insult the common sense of his hearers 
so much as to tell them, that a mouldering mass of 
“ actually dead” matter was not actually dead, but 
only asleep, &c. nor would it on the other hand do 
to assert, that the soud so slept; for such a state- 
ment would act as a lever moved by his own hand 
to upset his former hypothesis, namely: that the 
soul or spirit of man was nothing more than atmos 

pheric air, infused into the body by Divine agency ; 
and to say that this vital air was asleep in a state of 
unconsciousness, would not only spoil his argument, 
but would be very likely to throw the countenances 
of his andience imto an attitude il) suited to the 
worship of the Church. 

Having thus decompounded this very ingenious 
theory of Mr. K. (which to me is far more marve- 
lous than that of Captain Syinmes,) PE will now take 
up the main question, whether thee are, or are! 
any souls or spirits of men now in heaven. To be 
plain, | believe there are millions of spirits now 
in heaven, that once were the tenants of fra 
bodies like ours. I shall not attempt to prove th: 
number ‘of spirits there—it is the doctrine that | 
contend for; and which I shali now attempt to 
prove, by the simple testimony of the scriptures. 

The first passage which I shall introduce, is tha! 
containing the words of our Saviour to the peniten' 
thief, “ This day shalt thou be with me in Paradise. 
I must here notice some remarks which Mr. h. 
made, in alluding to this passage. After mention 
ing the fact, that “ Luke was not an eye witness to 
those things,” he remarked, that in the new version, 
this text, which I have quoted, was printed in italics, 
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which designated it as being am interpolation to 
Lake’s Gospel. Here I will merely beg leave to 
ask, if all the italicized passages in the Bible, are 
interpolations? Now I think it argues nothing in 
favour of Mr. K., that Luke was not one of the 
“twelve ;” for it is very evident that neither of the 
evangelists were eye witnesses to the crucifixion of 
Jesus. If they were present, we have no account 
of it in their writings. Matthew says, at the time 
Jesus was taken captive, “they all forsook him 
and fled ;” and no further mention is made of any 
of them, save Peter, until after the Lord was risen. 
Luke, in his Preface, says, that he “ tiad perfect un- 
derstanding of all things trom the very first.” 1 
think, therefore, that the testimony of Luke, as re- 
dates to what was spoken by our Saviour on Calvary, 
is from as good authority as that of the other three 
evangelists ; and firmly believe that the penitent’s 
prayer was realized, and that he is now in Heaven. 

I will next notice the ascension of Elijah, 2 Kings 
ii. 1. we read, “ And it came to pass when the Lord 
would take up Elijah into heaven by a whirlwind,” 
&c. And again in the 11th verse, we read thus— 
* There appeared a chariot of fire, and horses of fire, 
and parted them both [Elijah and Elisha,] asunder ; 
and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven.” 
Here is as plain a declaration as could possibly have 
been made, that Elyjah was taken fiom this world 
directly into heaven; and I do not know of any pas- 
sage in the Bible, that gives the least intimation of 
his ever coming out again. ‘This passage needs no 
comment; and af it be not scripture, let Mr. Knee- 
tand look to it, 

I come now to the reply of Jesus unto the Sad- 
lucees. He says, “as touching the dead, that they 
rise; have ye nut read in the book of Moses, how 
in the bush, God spake anto him, saying, 1 am the 
God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the 
God of Jacob? He is not the God of the dead, but 
the God of the living: ye therefore do greatly err.” 
Mark xii, 26,27. This passage I understand pre- 
cisely, as if our Lord had spoken thus, “* Did not 
God tell Moses at the bush, how that he was a God 
to the souls of Abrahain, of Isaac, and of Jacob, 
which he had raised into heaven and glory? That 
he was not a God of their dead bodies, which were 
then mouldering in dust at Machpelah ; but a God of 
their living spirits in heaven: therefore ye do 
greatly err.” I know of no other inference that ean 
reasonably be drawn from the passage—such at 
least, is the conclusion t2 which my mind has always 
been brought respecting it; and I leave the reader 
to draw his own. 

Passing on to Luke again, we find in the 9th 
chapter, an accountof the wansfiguration of Jesus, 
on the Mount. In this account, we read, that Moses 
and Elias appeared there, and talked with the Sa- 
viour; and spake of his death. Now if men, or 
souls of men, which ate asleep, and have no con- 
scious existence, can talk and converse together, } 
will then give up the point. Moses and Elias were 
seen with Jesus, by Peter and Jolin. Here another 
question arises; where did they come from, and 
Ais 








whither did they go, when they disanneares: 





Had they appeared in a natural body, Iam led to 
think we should have kad some further account re- 
lative to the circumstance of their being there. But 
it is stated, that they “ appeared in glory ;” this in- 
duces me to the belief, that they were spirits from 
heaven, of Moses and Elias; and their vanishing so 
soon, tends to corroborate such an idea. At all 
events, they were not “ asleep,” while there upon 
the Mount, conversing with Christ. We find in 
Jude, 14th verse, these words ; “ Behold, the Lord 
cometh with ten thousand of his saints, to execute 
judgment,” &c. Now we know, that saints are not 
angels, according to the usual acceptation of these 
terms. Therefore we learn from this passage, that 
when the Lord shall come from heaven, to execute 
judgment, there will be at least ten thousand saints, 
or spirits of men in heaven, to come forth with him. 
And it is very evident, from the reading of the whole 
chapter, that this prophecy must be fulfilled at some 
time anterior to Mr. Kneeland’s supposed resurrec- 
tion day. 

The invocation of Stephen is the last text I shall 
now introduce, in support of the opinion which I 
have advanced, in opposition to Mr. Kneeland’s. 
Stephen prays, that the Lord Jesus may receive his 
spirit, Acts vii. 59. Now, if it can be made to ap- 
pear, that this petition was granted, I shall have the 
argument. But to satisfy our minds on this point, 
we must necessarily look back to see who Stephen 
was; and ascertain, as far as possible, what was his 
religious character. We have only to look into 
the preceding chapter for suchinformation, There 
we have am account,that Stephen was the first among 
seven, Who were chosen by the people to “lead in 
prayer and in the ministrations of the word.” That 
he was “a man full of faith, and power, and of the 
Holy Ghost ; and did great wonders and miracles 
among the people.” Here there is positive testi- 
mony that Stephen was a great man; and a righte- 
ous man, whose prayer “ availeth much.” Must he 
not have felt the power of the Holy Spirit moving 
him in concert with the will of God, at that critical 
moment, while surrounded by his wicked murderers, 
he looked up and exclaimed, “ Behold I see the 
heavens opened, and the Son of man, standing on 
the right hand of God?” And seeing Jesus thus 
standing with open arms in the heavens, ready to re- 
ceive him into glory, was it not in the triumph of 
faith, that he called on God, saying, “Lord Jesus, 
receive my spirit 7” Ifthe heavens were open, and 
Stephen saw the glory of God, and the Redeemer 
standing at his right hand, what, let me ask, could 
have been his faith, if it was not that he would im- 
mediately be received up into heaven, where Jesus, 
whom he supplicated, then stood? And did he ex- 
pect to be raised up to heaven “ asleep, in a state of 
unconsciousness 7” I think not; yet we read, that 
as soon as he had put up this pathetic, this heaven 
dictated petition, “he fell asleep.” David fell 
asleep ; that is, we read, “he slept with his fa- 
thers,” which isthe same thing. Ahab slept with 
his fathers,—Jehoshaphet slept with bis fathers, 
which simply means, that they died as did their fa- 





therse-thev had gone the wav of their fathers; the 
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lates to his mortal part, dred ; and his soul, we have 
good reasons for believing, was received immediately 
into heaven, in a living, conscious state, awake in 
bliss and glory, with all the faculties requisite to 
such a state of existence. 

I have now, Mr. Editor, gone through with these 
quotations from scripture, with my remarks on them, 
in as plain and concise amanner as I possibly could, 
believing that “ plaimness of speech,” is always 
most suitable to scripture reasoning. My chief 
object in this communication, is to elicit a further 
inquiry into this interesting subject. I am no Doc- 
tor in Theology ; and, being closely confined to a 
Mechanic’s occupation, have little time to study in- 
tricate matters. I do, however, now and then, lock 
into my Bible, and, as au individual, like to have the 
liberty of expressing my opinions and sentiments, 
respecting what is therein written. ‘ 

Very respectfully, 
Your Friend, &c. 
AMANA. 

New-York, Oct. 24, 1826. 

Nole.—Since writing the above, I have been in- 
formed, that Mr. Kneeland, on Sunday 21st, deliv- 
ered another Discourse on the same subject; but as 
I was not present, I can say nothing respecting it. 

—>>-— 
FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
STRICTURES 
On a Discourse, delivered on the 6th of August, 
by Wm. J*****, from Isaiah iii, 8th and sth 
verses, wherein the text was applied exclusively to 
backaliders under the Gospel dispensation, 

It is somewhat surprising, that men, who profess 
to be divinely inspired to preach the Gospel of the 
grace of God, should be under the necessity of 
forcing the sense of the text, when there are so 
may passages directly in pomt, which might with 
propriety have been adopted. The good Gentle- 
man laboured hard to prove, that the ministry were 
not at all accessary to the crime of the backsliding 
of thé members, and introduced the following soli- 
loquy by way of illustration :— 

Minister. Sir, can you tell me the cause why you 
backslid ? 

Backslider. The principal cause of my back- 
sliding was on account of the example of my mi- 
nister. 

M. In what respect ? 

B. In consequence of my poverty, my ministe: 
would not visit ne as he ought to have done. 

M. Did you ask your minister to come and see 
you? 

B. Yes. 

M. Well, what was the reason he did not come ; 
do you know that ? 

B. Yes; he said he was otherwise engaged. 

M. Did you ask him again to come and eat a 
piece of bread, and drink some water with you ? 

B. No. 

M. How then do you know he would not visit 
you? How could he find you, seeing you move so 
often, and some of you move four times in a veai 
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into different places, and the preacher cannor 
find you? So it is your own fault, and not the 
preacher’s, that has caused you to backslide. ft jy 
green eyed jealousy that causes you to backslide 
You are talebearers, backbiters, and slanderess— 
these are causes why you have fallen—the fay}: 
is Not in your minister. 

Some part of this dialogue may be true, yet the 
major part is certainly false, as it respects the 
ministry of the Methodist Episcopal Church in the 
city of New-York. For it is a well known fact 
that the economy of Methodism has made it neces- 
sary to have all the members of the Church, oli 
and young, male and female, divided into classes of 
from 12 to 20 members each, one of which is ap- 
pointed by the ruling ayinister as a leader, and is by 
him furnished with a book, called a elass-book, jn 
which al] the names of members and probationers 
are written; and it is the duty of the leader to 
know where the members of his class reside. Hence 
it must be as clear as a sunbeam, that the Methodise 
ministry have a directory of their own, and at thei: 
disposal, by which they can find the residence of 
members: provided they are not too indolent to 
apply the means of visiting members, even if they 
were to move once every month: so this-excuse 
will not stand the test of truth 5 aud when such are 
“ weighed im the balance of the sanctwary, they are 
found wanting.” 

Again, the unfortunate backslider was accused 
of talebearing, backbiting, and slandering. If 
these vices are causes of backsliding, pray, how is it 
that the ministers stand, seeing they teach these 
things by their own example? It is well known to 
all who are acquainted with Methodist ministers, 
that they take the liberty at the tea-table, and in 
their social circles, to examine the charaeters of 
absent members. And, as Dr. Bangs lately ob- 
served, in one of his lectures, “ The company wil’ 
not retire until each one has a piece of the delin 
quent’s character to carry home with them.” Here, 
then, ts a ministerial school for teaching these most 
hateful vices, and from their examples, the evils of 
which they complain, runs through and poisons the 
whole society. Yet, they have the unblushing as- 
surance to say, they are not the cause of members 
backsliding. 

These excuses will not answer, for facts are stub- 
horn things, and truth must be admitted in evi- 
dence before naked pulpit assertions, whoever they 
may come from. I think it must be admitted, asa 
fact beyond controversy, that the minister of a con- 
gregation is a leader thereof, and that he leads by 
example and precept,and either good or bad conduct 
will be the result. Since the text above quoted has 
been applied to backsliders in the Gospel dispensa 
tion, I shall take the liberty to bring a levelling 
truth, from the 12th verse of the same chapter, 
against these ministerial exeuses, viz. —* O my peo 
ple, they which lea: thee, canse thee to err, and de- 
stroy the way of thy paths.” This is pointedly 
against the veracity of those ministers, who declare 
to the people. thot their examples are not the cause 





lof error in the 


members. There are many note 
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witnesses which might be brought to testity directls 
against aw indolent, money-hunting, fame-seeking 
ministry!! The reader is requested to examine 
the 34th chapter of Ezekiel’s prophecy, and com- 
pare the outward deportmeut of the mintsters of al) 
denominations in this city, and see the truth of th 
description, and its aptitude to the ministry of the 
pineteenth century. This picture is from the bigh- 
est authority, and must be a cowvincing proof, to ali 
who are not wilfully blind, that the Methodist mi- 
nistry, as well as ali others of the same mould, are 
the prominent causes of the backslidings of the 
people of God; and the text charges them with 
being the authors of their destruction! What a 
noble character for a minister, to wound, and then 
destroy the flock, by leaving them to perish by the 
wayside. Their hands are open to receive all that 
may be given them: but there is hardly a good Sa- 
maritan among them, who will molify the wounds 
they have made, with precious ointment—but they 
too frequently pass by on the other side. 

It is to be hoped that these gentle reproofs may 
reach the guilty minister, and do him good, who- 
ever he may be. Andrit is also hoped, that the mi- 
nisters will look about themselves, and see what Ia- 
titude their supineness has drifted them into, and 
that they will speedily turn aside, and seek those 
who have been torn and lost, bind up their wounds 
and molify them with ointment, and manifest a dis- 
position hereafter to try, by example and precept, 
to save and heal the flocks committed to their 
charge. By so doing, the amputating knife will be 
the less needful, which is always dangerous in the 
hands of an unskilful surgeon. Jesus Christ came 
to seek and save that which was lost, and has called 
upon his messengers to follow his example. If the 
ministry were engaged in bringing to the light of 
trath all who are in darkness, there would be but 
few cases wherein it would be necessary to call the 
amputating council, and use the knife of separation. 
It is well known that the Methodist ministry have 
the power of life and death of members in their 
possession, as it regards membership, and for very 
slight offences, and sometimes, it is believed, they 
cut off a limb when there is no real occasion, 
merely to keep up the trade. Is not this astonish- 
ing, when it is considered that they are sent forth as 
sheep (harmless sheep) in the midst of wolves ? but 
if these men may be known by their deeds, it 
plainly appears that they have lost the mildness of 
the timid sheep, and have, in exchange, got the ra- 
pacity of the devouring wolf. So thinks— 

LEONIDAS. 





—>>_—— 
(From Bellamy’s Bible.) 
BIBLE OBJECTION REMOVED. 
Jupers xv. 4, 5. 

“And Semson went and caught three hundred 
‘exes, and took fire-brands, and turned tail to tail, 
and put a fire-brand in the midst between their tails. 
And when he had set the brands on fire, lie let them 
go imo the standing corn of the Philistines, and 
burnt up both the shocks and alsa the standing 
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Objectors have said— Tins passage cooteadiets 
itself as to the possibility of the tinng: for who that 
thinks rationally, cao for a mo*ent suppose, that 
was possible for Samson, in so short a time, to cateh 
ihree hundred foxes? But there is an insiurimounta- 
ble objection to this passage as it stands to the com» 
mon version ; viz. with regard to the exceution of 
the plan alter the foxes were caught, in order to 
burn the corn. 

** It must appear that the foxes could not have 

been caught among the Philistsnes; for as they bad 

the dominion over Israel, a thing of this natuve 

would nut have been allowed, And admitting he 

had caught them at bis nate place, he must have 
conveyed them to the country ef the Philisnues, 
who no doubt would have suspected him of doing 
something wrong, and would have prevented ban. 

But had he even arrived at the place of his destina- 

uion, he would have found ita very difficult, if not 
an impracticable thing, to have tied the tails of such 
a number of foxes together, with a fire-brand be- 
tween each tail. But after all this, be had to accom- 
plish the most difficult part of the business: it only 
need to be mentioned to show the iupossibility of 
its being done. After kindling the fire-brands, he 
must have sent the foxes in.a certain direction to the 
corn fields, which would have been altogether im- 
possible in the situatuon the animals were put with 
their tails tied together, as they watid have dragged 
each other in contrary directions.” Such are the 
reasonings of objectors on the impossibility of the 
things being done which are mentioned in the text, 
as it stands in the translations. I shall new proceed 
to show that all such reasonings are founded on a 
wrong translation of the original text, concerning 
which, all objectors appear to be as ignorant as the 
translator, Jerome the monk, the author of the La- 
tin Vulgate, from which Latin Bible all the Euro- 
pean translations have been made. 

The Hebrew word, means handfulls, or armfulls, 
of any thing to which it is applied, which varies its 
mode of expression, according to the intention ot 
the writer; and in this passage it is evidently ap- 
plied to sheaves of corn, meaning, that he took 
three hundred armfulls, or sheaves of corn, and 
turned tail to tail, and put fire-brands in the 
midst between the tails. Plainly, that he placed 
the bottoms of the sheaves against each other. The 
reason for his thus placing them in this order is ob- 
vious ; for being nothing but straw, the wheat being 
at the extreme ends, there was no danger of their 
smothering, but that they would burst out into a 
flame; from which it appears that there is no 
ground for objection, except to the translation as it 
stands in the comman version. 

He let them go into the standing corn. The trans- 
lators have here given us to understand, that whea 
Samson had set fire to the brands, he let the foxes 
go into the standing corn, and thus set it all on fire. 
This error arises from the improper translation of 
the word, which is rendered, and let them go. Bue 
there is no authority for the words, let them; con- 
sequently this cannot refer to Samson’s letting the 
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ing here when applied to inanimate nature, as in 
Exod. xxii. 8; 1 Chron. xiii. 10, he put. The 
clause reads trvly, Which he had put in the standing 
corn. 

And burnt both the shocks and also the standing 
corn. By the word shocks, it would appear that the 
corn was cut, and put up into small stacks in the 
field, as isthe custom. But by the words, standing 
corn, it would appear that the corn was yet stand- 
ing uncut. But it is obvious, that the standing corn 
was that which was standing in heaps in the fields 
after it was cut; and that the word rendered by 
shocks, properly meaning stacks, refers to the great 
corn stacks preserved in the farmer’s ground, as we 
see in the farm yards in our day. Heb. .4nd burnt 
the stacks, also the standing corn. 

—_— 
MINUTES OF THE CONVENTIONAL 
ASSOCIATION. 

1. A number of Ministers and Delegates of the 
Universalist faith, having assembled at Eatonbush, 
Herkimer, (N. Y.) for the purpose of organizing a 
new Association, and having chosen Br. Under- 
wood Moderator, and Br. George Messinger clerk, 
voted to form themselves into an Associated body, 
agreeably to the intent of their meeting; and 
appointed Brs. Underwood, Lisher, Thompson, 
Skinner and Brownson, a committee to draft a Con- 
stitution, which being prepared, was adopted 
unanimously. 

2. Brs. Underwood, Lisher and Thompson, be- 
ing appointed a Committee to receive applications 
for fellowship or ordination, reported in favour of 
the request of Br. Messinger ; and this report being 
accepted, Ordination was conferred on our worthy 
Brother Messinger in a most solemn, orderly, and 
impressive manner. 

8. Six Discourses were delivered before the As- 
sociation and a numerous and respectable congre- 
gation, by Brs. Potter, Skinner, Fisk, Stacy and 
Thompson: Br. Lisher was appointed standing 
clerk, and Brs. Underwood, Skinner and Lisher, 
the Committee of Discipline for the ensuing year. 

4. Br. Charles S. Brown having expressed his 
desire of entering into the sacred ministry, the As- 
sociation voted, that said Brother be presented with 
a letter recommending his moral character, and 
thereby opening his way to improvement, by pre- 
paratory exercises for that important office to which 
he aspires. 

5. This Association viewing with feelings of 
deep regret, the rapid progress of intemperance in 
our country, wherefore, Resolved, that the mem- 
bers of this Association do pledge theinselves to use 
their best endeavours to check the progress-of this 
growing and national evil. 

6. The Association appointed Brs. Underwood, 
Lisher, Reese, Brownson and Messinger, Delegates 
to attend the state Convention to meet at Utica 
the second Wednesday of May next, and adjourned 
to meet in Salisbury, Herkimer, on the third Wed- 
nesday of June, 1827. 

CONSTITUTION. 
We, the Ministers and Delegates of the Univer- 
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salist order, who have assembled in session 2: 
Eatonbush, Herkimer, (N. Y.) this eleventh day 
of October 1826, to form an Association in fellow 
ship with the Universalist Convention of this state 
agreeably to the recommendation of a Convora. 
tion of Universalist ministers held at Clinton, One 
ida, the nineteenth of July ult. acknowledging tie 
grace and beneficence of Almighty God in permit 
ting us to choose our form of ecclesiastical, as we! 
as civil government, do hereby ordain and esta}y}is), 
the following as our act and Constitution. 

Aarticte 1. This ecclesiastical body shal! by 
known and distinguished by the name of the CON. 
VENTIONAL ASSOCIATION, and will cop 
sist of all Universalist ministers in good standing 
who hold and maintain the fellowship of the Uy» 
VERSALIST CoNVENTION OF THE STATE oF New. 
Yorx, together with all Delegates duly appointed 
by churches acknowledging the jurisdietion of saic 
Convention. 

Articce 2. This Association shall convene ay- 
nually on the third Wednesday of June, ea) 
member will be entitled to one vote, and all ordinary 
matters determined by a majority. 

Articie 3. Every church in fellowship, and un- 
der no restriction on account of laxity in discip- 
line, shall have the right of sending tieo delegates, 
who, on presenting suitable testimonials of their 
appointment, will be admitted members of thc 
council. 

Articte 4. It is required of all chasches, «ho 
would maintain the fellowship of this ecclesiastical 
body, that they make due and laudable efforts to 
support the ministry, and the public ordinances and 
institutions of the Christian Religion ; that they 
strictly observe punctuality in their engagements, 
and thereby show to their brethren their attach- 
ment and steadfastness in the cause of truth and 
righteousness. 

Arricie 5. The business of this association, 
when assembled, shall be to choose a moderator 
and clerk, appoint delegates to the convention, ex- 
amine the state of churches duly represented, and to 
grant or withdraw fellowship as may be necessary, 
to appoint committees and hear their reports, and 
adopt all such measures, from time to time, as may 
tend to promote general erder, instruction, and 
harmony. 

Antic.e 6. This association shall appoint, an- 
nually, three of its ministers a committee of disci 
pline, who shall have the power of hearing com- 
plaints, and of suspending from fellowship the la 
bours of ministers, when necessary, until the next 
meeting of the state convention. 

Articie 7. No request of any candidate for the 
ministry, can be granted otherwise than in accord- 
ance with the requisitions of the state convention, 
and ordipation will be granted only to such minis 
ters as have been approved labourefs, in fellows”. 
for at Jeast one year; and said ordination must be 
conferred by the committee of discipline, or the an- 
nual meetings of the association. 

Articts 8. This association, desirous of matt 
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ligious opinion inviolate, do conceive it necessary | they that are unlearned and unstable wrest, as they 


to the peace, harmony, and good fellowship of this | do also the other scriptures unto their own destruc- 


body, that all its members give their cordial and so- 
lemn assent to the untty, immutability, and moral 
-hararter of the Deity ; the divine mission of Je- 
sus; the divine authority of the Holy Scriptures as 
che supreme rule of faith and manners; the neces- 
sitv of faith and repentance to salvation ; and the 
final happiness of all God’s intellectual offspring. 


tion.” J. B. 


- 
(From Belsham’s Memoirs of Lindsey.) 


CONCERNING AN OPEN DEFENCE OF 


RELIGIOUS OPINIONS. 
When the celebrated Thecphilus Lindsey opened 


his chapel for public worship in Essex-street, Lon- 


Anricce 9. It shall be the duty of every mem-| don, he “ pledged himself in pretty strong language 


yer to give attendance in ceuncil to al! business com- 
ng before the association, and not to withdraw 
without permission from the moderator. 

ARTICLE 10. This association reserves to itself, 
ander the direction of Divine Wisdom, the right of 
making any amendments in this constitution, which 
ame and circumstances may require: provided 
they be in accordance with the plan of the Conven- 
fton: but no alteration or amendment shall be made, 
unless proposed at a previous annual meeting, and 
supported by two-thirds of the council. 

Delegates.—Bela Ward, Fairfield ; David Bens- 
ley, Fairfield; Silas Thompson, Salisbury; Abra- 
ham Marsh, Salisbury ; David Upson, Salisbury ; 
Ezra Stetson, Exeter; Samuel Morris, Otsego ; 
Rhodes Fry, Otsego ; Joseph Ball, Litchfield ; Phi- 
hip N. Spencer, Litchfield; Charles S. Brown, 
Utica. 

Ministers.—-Wiliam Underwood, Litchfield ; 
John S. Thompson, Utica ; George B. Lisher, 
Clinton; Dolphus Skinner, Saratoga; Orestus A. 
Brownson, Ballston; George Messinger, Hart- 
vich; John B. Wakeman, Herkimer ; Theophilus 
Fisk, late of Boston. 

-_— > — 

YO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL HERALD. 

Sin—lIt would appear from the extracts below, 
that St. Peter relied with full confidence in all that 
his beloved brother Paul wrote in his several Epis- 
tles ; notwithstanding some things were hard to be 
understood, yet pone but the unlearned and unsta- 
ble, appear to have wrested the sayings of Paul at 
the time Peter wrote. If the great Apostle to the 
tientiles is not to be believed in all things, when 
speaking of the “ glad tidings of great joy which 
shall be unto all people,” I see no reason for be- 
iteving him in any one thing. I trust te be excused 

for believing with Peter, that Paul wrote according 
to wisdom giveu him by God,and that his application 
vt scripture to the blessed Jesus, the world’s Sa- 
viour, is correct as below stated. 

Galatians iii. 8, 16.—* And the scripture, fore- 
seeing that God would justify the heathen through 
faith, preached before the gospel unto Abraham, 
saying, In thee shall all nations be blessed. Now 
to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. 
He saith not, And to seeds, as of many ; but as of 
one; And tothy seed, which is Christ.” 

2 Peter iii. 15, 16.—* And account that the long 
*uffering of our Lord is salvation ; even as our be- 
loved brother Paul also according to the wisdom 
given unto him, hath written unto you ; also in all 
his Epistles, speaking in them of these things ; in 


not to introduce disputed points into his public dis- 
courses.” Far will tt be from my purpose, says he, 
ever to treat of controversial matters from this place. 
Mr. Belsham, his Biographer, makes the following 
judicious observations on that resolution.* 
“ But if popular and pernicious errors are not to 
be combated, and if the plain simple doctrine of 
Christianity is not to be taught from the pulpit, it is 
diffieult to say how public attention is to be excited : 
how the mass of hearers are to be instructed and 
how truth is to make its way. In fact it appears, 
that where public teachers have confined themselves 
to mere moral instruction, and have either not 
touched at all upon Christian doctrine, or have veil- 
ed their real opinions under ambiguous language, 
the consequence has often been, that the teacher by 
reading and reflection has become enlightened while 
the hearer has been left in darkness; the preacher 
has reformed his speculative creed, while the hear- 
ers have retained all the erroneous and unscriptural 
notions which their pastor has long ago renounced, 
And as a natural consequence, when a vacancy has 
occurred, a successor has not unfrequently been ap- 
pointed, whose system has been directly opposite to 
that of the person who iinmediately preceded him. 
Those who hold sentiments to which they give the 
pompous name of orthodox or evangelical, neve: 
decline to avow their systems in the most manly 
and explicit manner. And they do right while they 
believe those sentiments to be true and important. 
How unbecoming then is it for those who hold a 
better and a purer faith to shrink from the public 
profession and defence of it, and to leave the adver- 
sary master of the field. Itis a silly objection which 
is urged by some weak, on timid, or indolent, I will 
not say interested persons, that speculative preach- 
ing as they call it, tends to diminish a serious and 
pious disposition, and promote a sectarian spirit. 
As to the Jatter part of the objection, let them read 
Sir George Savil’s remark upon the subject of sec- 
taries: and with respect to the former, I confess I 
could never see how the increase of knowledge had 
a tendency to produce deterioration of practice ; and 
he would be a very injudicious teacher who did not 
combine practical exhortation with doctrinal in- 
struction.” 
-—~<j>-—- 
EFFICACY OF DENOUNCING HELL 
TORMENTS TO RECLAIM 
THE WICKED. 

Saurin, the great Freach preacher, distinguished 

for his eloquence, and his orthocoxy, in the modern 


* This resolution Mr. Lindsey afterwards abandoned, and 








which are some things hard to be understood, which 


preached distincfty and frequently on doctrinal subjects 
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aceeptation of the word, speaking of man’s sinful- 
ness, and the means of reclaiming him, says, “ Speak 
io him concerning the truths of religion ; open 
hell to his view, and vou will see him affected, de- 
voul, and appalled, tollow him in life, and you 
will find that these traths have no influence what- 
ever on his conduct.” Tf this course render sinners 
appalied, while the sound of damnation is ringing 
rn their ears, fillthem with dismay, while the burn- 
ing flood rolls visibly before them, but leave the 
mind uneonvinced, and the heart unimpressed, 
without producing any influence on the conduct, 
why showld it be chosen, and what is the efficacy of 
preaching hell torments to reform transgressors, 
even if the doctrine he true? This admission of 
Saurin is in accord with Dr. Scott, who allows that 
no terrors can restrain the outpouring corruption of 
the unrenewed heart, or give a right direction to the 
unsanctified affection. All history, all experience 
confirm this verdict ; it is the goodness of God that 
leads to that repentance, of which we need not re- 
pent; to that godly sorrow, that terminates in un- 
dissembled reformation, Were terror and wrath 
instrumental in converting from error, in turning 
the soul to God, and placing the affections on the 
true object of love and worship, every preacher 
should alarm his auditors by the most appalling de- 
scription; but knowing love is the only efficient 
mean of changing the temper of the heart, he 
should expostulate with tears like Jesus, he should 
persuade like Paul. Rel. Ing. 
—>_- 

American Society for Meliorating the Condition of 

the Jews. 

The New-York Observer, a Presbyterian publi- 
cation, in remarking on this Society, says :— 

“The whole plan of the society has been con- 
sidered as radically wrong. During the four years 
which have elapsed since its formation, large sums 
have been contributed by the religious public to its 
funds, of which a considerable portion has been ex- 
pended, and yet there has been apparently no ad- 
vance towards the accomplishment of the great ob- 
ject of the Society. Nothing of moment has been 
done for the benefit of the Jews, all the experi- 
ments which have been tried, having successively 
and completely failed.” 

How long before it will be acknowledged that the 
other numerous institutions of the day are radically 
wrong, and have completely fatled of accomplisting 
their objects, remains to be seen. The Editors 
of the Observer candidly own, that the “ failure of 
one of these institutions must have a direct ten- 
dency to weaken the public confidence in all the 
rest.” Hence the remark, that “the state of things,” 
with respect to this Jews’ Society, “has been a 
source of painful feeling to those who have felt the 
deepest interest in the welfare of all our great be- 
nevolent institutions.” Phil. Ref. 

—~p— 
From Campbell’s Lectures on Systematic 
Theology. : 

“Rica having been to visit the library of a 

French convent, writes thus to his friend in Persia, 





concerning what had passed :-—* Father, saiq o 
the librarian, what are these huge volumes Which 
fill the whole side of the library? These, saig he, 
are the Interpreters of the Scriptures. There js a 
prodigious number of them, replied I; the Scrip. 
tures must have been very dark formerly, and very 
Clear at present. Do there remain still any doubts? 
Are there now any points contested? Are there? 
(answered he with surprise.) Are there? There 
are almost as many as there are lines. You astonis) 
me, said 1; what then have all these authors beep 
doing ? These authors, returned he, never searched 
the Scriptures for what ought to be believed, but for 
what they did believe themselves. They did not con- 
sider them asa book wherein were contained the 
doctrines which they ought to receive, but asa 
work which might be made to authorize their own 
ideas.’ ” 


—>—— 
From the Troy Centinel. 


God of the morning's ray! whose power 
Earth owns as sovereign and supreme ; 
We dedicate this votive hour, 
The dawn of daylight’s suppliant beam 
To thoughts of Thee ; to Thee we pay 
Our thanks for the return of day. 


God of the midday sun! how bright 
And more resplendent, more sublime 

Must be Thy glory: Ab! whose sight 
Can view, beyond the bounds of ume, 

Thy throne eternal ; and not see 

How dim the sun compar'd with Thee ? 


God of the evening shade! how sweet 
The calm of contemplation seems 

To minds of thoughtfulness; how meet 
To observe the light’s receding gleams, 

And call to mind the fleeting span— 

The same receding life of man, 


God of the midnight hour! how dread 
And dreary too, is nature's sleep: 
How painful, on misfor:une’s bed 
In such an hour, to “ wake and weep,” 
Did not we know that this must be, 
Since ordered and controll’d by Thee. 
—i 


THEOLOGICAL LECTURES. 

Br. J. S. Thompson has removed from Utiea to 
this city, and will commence a course of Lectures, 
on the Institutes of the Christian religion, at 
Tammany Hall, on Sabbath morning neat, at the 
usual hour of worship. 

Christians of all denominations are requested to 
attend. 





«*, All Communications, and all Letters for the 
“ Editor of the Gosveu Henarp,” are requested 
to be addressed (post paid} to 

John Finch, Printer, No. 79 Bowery, New-York. 
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